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Over the past 50 years, changes in the ecosystem have 
been rapid and widespread due to increasing human 

activities. Unfortunately, there is a limited understanding 
of the processes that facilitate fundamental improvements 
in natural resources for socio-ecological systems and eco-
nomic development. In Pakistan, a number of natural re-

sources, including water, fisheries and forests, are currently 
under threat due to decline in biodiversity, change in cli-
mate and decrease in freshwater flows to the Indus Delta. 
Institutions having formal and informal rules, are respon-
sible for influencing human behaviour, which affects the 
economic outcome such as economic growth, development 
as well as efficiency.

According to experts, the Indus Delta hosts 97% of the 

Climate Change and Policy Failures
Willingness for particular political goals and formulation of policies accordingly 

are two major causes of injustice for forest dependent livelihood

Reduced environmental flows deteriorate Mangroves
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total mangrove forests over an area of around 98,128 hect-
ares, which provides livelihood to nearly 900,000 coastal 
residents. The importance of mangrove ecosystems has 
been widely accepted, as they provide a feeding and breed-
ing ground for a variety of economically and ecologically 
important animals and other organisms, including fish, 
shrimps, crabs, etc. One hectare of well-protected and 
healthy mangrove ecosystem can yield up to 100 kg fish, 25 
kg shrimps, 15 kg crabs, 200 kg mollusks, 45 kg sea cucum-
ber besides proving a support to 400 kg of fish and 75 kg 
of shrimp that mature in off-shore areas. Pakistan’s fishing 
sector employ 125,000 people with their family dependents 
of about one million. However, the alarming disappearance 
of mangrove forest cover from Indus Delta at a rapid rate of 
2% per annum makes them ‘critically threatened’. 

The government has been investing in water engineer-
ing plans profoundly to establish dams and the world’s 
largest gravity-driven irrigation system on the Indus river. 
By the 1960s, about 40,000 hectares of cultivable land was 
turning into wastelands each year due to water-logging 
and salinity. Therefore, the country had no option but to 
develop miles of drains and several tube-wells compatible 
to the existing irrigation infrastructure. Besides contrib-
uting an important role to meet the energy demand from 
hydropower inductions, 14 million hectares of farmland is 
irrigated by the irrigation network propelling agriculture 
sector, which contributes about 21 per cent of the country’s 
GDP, 60 per cent of the exports and 45 per cent of the la-
bour force. But still the coastal communities around the 
Indus Delta are poor, as they subsist primarily on natural 
resources. They dwell in small and scattered settlements 
usually around fringes of creeks that are highly vulnerable 
to natural calamities.

Lack of deliberation on human dimension and consider-
ing a ‘pro conservation’ approach compromising even the 

cost of livelihoods, had been the dilemma in the recent past. 
A survey study from different institutions responsible for 
mangroves of Indus Delta revealed that Forest Policy fail-
ure is because of un-sustainability of policies. National poli-
cies are directly proportional to sustainable consequences 
and community development. Willingness for particular 
political goals and formulating the policies accordingly 
are two major causes of injustice for forest dependent live-
lihood. Thus, most of our forest policies are documented 
and limited to office cupboards instead of achievable in the 
real life situations, presenting diversified sets of factors. 
This particular problem arises from the non-participatory 
practices that prevail in the country. Changing trends and 
learned experiences are leading the world towards a new 
approach of ‘conservation and development’ that may be 
replaced with ‘conservation versus development’. 

The proponents of this approach, including govern-
ments, international donors and international lending agen-
cies are recalibrating their vision and mission statements to 
organize themselves towards development without distort-
ing the conservation. However, good governance is a key to 
pro-poor efforts for any development. Certainly, margin-
alized coastal communities engaged with fishery (90%) or 
agriculture sector (8%), are highly sensitive and exposed to 
the climate change driven threats. Further, there is a lack 
of adaptive capacity mainly due to the poor consumption 
patterns, less income diversification, high dependency ratio 
and lack of education. Hence, some key adaptation options 
that can be fed into ongoing national efforts for developing 
climate change action plans are: provision of safe drinking 
water and sanitation facilities, ensuring the environmental 
flows to the Indus delta, provision of safeguards from the 
climatic disaster, enhanced access to education, and adop-
tion to the innovative livelihood options in order to enhance 
the community’s resilience to climate change in coastal ar-
eas of Pakistan.  n

SDPI researcher talks to Sindh Forest Department officials 
on the issue of Mangroves.
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By Samavia Batool

‘Pathways to Resilience in Semi-Arid Economies’ is an on-
going research project at SDPI which aims at identifying 

threats and opportunities arising out of climate change be-
ing faced by Arid and Semi-Arid Lands (ASALs) in order to 
promote climate resilient development. This project is cur-
rently in its inception phase and thematic review papers are 
in progress focusing on the 
linkages of climate change 
with natural capital, hu-
man capital, markets and 
governance. 

While the studies con-
ducted in the second half 
of the 20th century primar-
ily focused on non-market 
impacts of climate change, 
the current focus has been 
gradually shifted to the 
market impacts of climatic 
variability.  These two di-
mensions are inter-related 
in the sense that the non-
market impact of climate 
change ends up impacting 
the markets as well. For 
instance, the productiv-
ity of soil decreases with 
the increase in tempera-
ture (non-market impact) 
which leads to decrease in 
agricultural yield. Resul-
tantly, reduced agricultur-
al supply causes the prices 
of the agricultural com-
modities to rise, decline in 
real income and consump-
tion of agri-dependent population (Jorgenson et al, 2004; 
Ludi et al, 2007; IPCC, 2007). 

Apart from this, the ability of markets to offset the ad-
verse impacts of climate change is a major reason of markets 
being central to the analysis of climate change (Aldy and 
Stavins, 2012). In this context, climate scientist and econo-
mists are striving to fi nd market-based solutions in order 
to increase the resilience in markets against climate threats. 
This issue of market sensitivity fi nds greater relevance to 

the developing economies because most of the developing 
countries have arid land which makes these highly vulner-
able even to a slight change in climate (IPCC, 1996) (Figure 
1 & 2). 1

Resource scarcity in particular, as a result of extreme 
weather i.e. fl oods, droughts etc. in ASALs leaves a long-
term impact on the markets and causes them to have greater 
reliance on imports (Nelson et al, 2009). Moreover, these ex-

treme changes in climatic 
conditions create a balance 
of payments defi cit (al-
terations in trade market), 
increase in poverty and 
infrastructural damages 
(alterations in factor mar-
ket) as well. Such changes 
in markets then translates 
into negative shifts in 
the growth pattern of the 
country. 

One interesting thing 
to note is while climate 
change brings negative 
consequences for markets, 
it also gives rise to new 
market opportunities as 
well. Literature establish 
that a moderate change 
in climate is likely to re-
sult in land expansion for 
crop production in some 
regions (Jorgenson et al, 
2004), opportunities for 
product innovation (green 
production), expansion 
in new insurance markets 
(UNEP FI, 2002) etc. More 
importantly, developing 

countries being ranked low on carbon emissions have a 
tremendous opportunity of establishing a carbon market. 
These however need substantial investment/fi nance to 
support climate and environment-friendly production pro-
cesses, infrastructure, services etc. Governments along with 
the multinational organizations can support such initiatives 
to ensure climate resilient growth in developing countries, 
particularly in ASAL regions.

Continued on Page 13
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Impact of Climate Change on Markets in 
Arid and Semi-Arid Lands

Source Figure 1: UNESCO; Figure 2: Maplecroft  (2013)

Figure 1: World Aridity Zones

Figure 2: Climate Change Vulnerability Index 2014
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By Huma Dad Khan

The issue of green revolution is echoing everywhere 
around the globe. What if Pakistan adopts green tech-

nology to cope with rising diesel import bill that is dete-
riorating the country’s trade balance account? Can we 
encounter the environmental hazard due to greenhouse 
gases emission by outdated, inefficient engine technology 
with high sulphur content? What will be the major impact 
on transport sector’s performance after introducing such 
technology?  These are the questions to be answered un-
der a study on green technology for sustainable growth in 
transport sector of Pakistan, The study, being conducted by 
SDPI, would highlight as to how this technology can reduce 
diesel oil imports that lead to gain in balance of payments, 
lessen greenhouse gas emissions, and improve the coun-
try’s transport sector performance by efficient vehicles with 
clean fuel.

Transport is an important sector of Pakistan’s economy 
contributing about 8.6% to the GDP while 6% contribution 
goes to the total labour force employed. In the total ener-
gy spectrum, transport sector consumes about half of the 
petroleum products, and its share remain still dominates. 
Pakistan’s transport sector is heavily dependent on petro-
leum products, which consumes bulk of High Speed Diesel 
(HSD) oil with increasing number of vehicles plying on the 
roads. 

About 95% of oil in transport sector consists of HSD oil 
with marginal share of other fuels. Among 18.68 million 
tons of petroleum products consumption in the year 2011-
12, transport sector consumes almost 49.6 per cent of the 
total products as compared to power and industrial sectors’ 
share of 40.7 per cent and 7.6 per cent respectively.  Dur-
ing 2011-12, Rs 272.9 billion worth of diesel is imported for 
transport sector consumption.

Bulk of high content of sulphur is present in diesel oil. 
High sulphur content is the main contributor to air pollut-

ant by transport sector. When the fuel burns in the com-
bustion process, it emits some of the life threatening green-
house gases shown in the table below. Rising population 
(per capita emission) and increasing number of vehicles 
on road (pattern of emission) is contributing more to such 
emissions. Similarly such emissions may hamper the coun-
try’s growth process (emission intensity). High values of 
emission intensity propose that some initiative must be 
taken to decouple such emissions from economic growth in 
road transport sector.

Table: Greenhouse Gas Emissions in terms of Intensity, 
Per Capita Emission and Pattern of Emission for 

Year 2010-2011

Our study pinpoints that injecting green technology of 
efficient diesel vehicles with cleaner fuel into transport sec-
tor will boosts the economic performance as well as pro-
mote healthy environment.  Import bill will be reduced by 
30-40 per cent if we implement such technology into trans-
port having 20-35 per cent more efficient diesel engines in 
fuel consumption. Decline in import bill will relax the cur-
rent account deficit thereby gain in balance of payments. 
Reduction in the import bill will ease pressure on foreign 
exchange reserves and budget deficit will also be positively 
affected by green technology.  Access to transport will be 
made easy in terms of low fare charges to general masses. 
There will be more competition in the transport sector due 
to low cost of transportation encouraged by such technol-
ogy that may lead to low general price level for consumers. 
Operating costs of business firms will be decreased by ad-
equate and effective source of advance modes of transpor-
tation by bringing such technology to the country.  Green 
technology will improve the business standards of the 
firms and industries by increasing their profitability level, 
flourishing the investment activities and thus will enhance 
the growth process of the economy. 

It is not only an important source for efficient transport 
system but also plays vital role in reduction of harmful 
emissions by outdated, old-fashioned diesel vehicles. The 
concerned authorities must implement such technology 
to control greenhouse gas emissions because the newly-
designed green technology diesel vehicles have catalytic 

Source:  Energy Year Book 2011-12(Hydrocarbon Development Institute of Pakistan)

Green Technology for Sustainable Growth in Transportation
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By Saad Shabbir

In a recent meeting at SDPI with experts from South and 
Central Asia, some key challenges and wayouts in trade 

in energy came to light. This region, which is home to one-
fifth population of the world, has a huge number of people 
living below the poverty line with low per capita energy 
consumption. 

Given the critical situation of this region in the wake 
of US withdrawal from Afghanistan and establishment of 
new governments in the South Asian countries, it is impor-
tant to bring all the stakeholders together to jointly discuss 
the way forward for this energy deficient region. Energy is 
not only required to boost the economy but it also enhances 
social development. Before addressing issues pertaining to 
energy trade, it is crucial to reform the institutional archi-
tectures in this region. 

There is a unanimous agreement that trade brings mu-
tual gains for every party concerned and thus would be a 
win-win scenario for South Asia. But, the challenges are 
multifaceted such as the issue of obsolete infrastructure, 
security threats and lack of political will. These issues have 
hampered the process of energy connectivity in the past 
and will continue to do so until they are duly addressed. 
A number of participants of the meeting stressed that the 
governments should stay away from the energy sector, as 
it will make it too politically sensitive issue and allow the 
private sectors to lead. The trade in energy must be treated 
as a business, therefore, the role of private sector should 
be encouraged in multilateral projects and let profits drive 
this venture. The lack of interest of the private sector ema-
nates from the various apprehensions about the returns on 
investment. If private players start investing, then it will be 
a responsibility of the government to ensure peace and har-
mony in the region to protect the investment of their stake-
holders.

The goal to move towards economic empowerment and 
multilateralism is vital for long-term development. In en-
ergy trade, price and energy security are the two key issues. 
The governments in South Asia should now welcome the 
idea of open markets to attract infrastructural investments 
and ensure security. China has made huge investments and 
has created the largest energy pipeline. Project of a trans-
mission line to import electricity has already started, posing 

tough competition to Central Asian states. We should try to 
resolve the issues through market based approach to match 
the speed of our neighbouring countries like China. Unlike 
Europe, there are several unresolved issues, which make 
integration in the Central and South Asia region difficult. 
Thus, to begin with, we should focus on areas in which the 
regional governments have no interest. 

Afghanistan can play a pivotal role in the success of re-
gional cooperation in energy. Therefore, Afghanistan needs 
to take care of prevailing corruption, form a devoted gov-
ernment with defined objectives and strong political will, 
and implement a transparent mechanism for energy gov-
ernance. 

In addition, there is a need to exploit non-conventional 
sources of energy to boost trade and investment in South 
Asia. The trade should be guided by research. We need to 
identify the issues and come up with effective reforms that 
are specific to this region. Interests of both the producers 
and consumers should be taken into account with respect to 
energy trade. Projects like CASA 1000/TAPI project should 
not be the immediate goal but the government should en-
sure ‘ways and means’ to involve businesses in the trans-
portation of energy. A two billion dollar transmission line 
from upstream countries to South Asia is the major obstacle. 

The new governments in Pakistan and India have reas-
sured their increased interest in energy sector. India has 
had a look-East policy, which now must be complemented 
with the look-West policy. Western India has surplus en-
ergy, which can be exported to Pakistan and Afghanistan. 
Joint efforts from India and Central Asian states can help 
reduce energy poverty in these countries.

Looking towards the west, Iran-Pakistan cooperation 
has a huge potential. In the South Asian markets, every 
country has a certain role to play. Iran has both natural and 
fossil energy resources, which await exploitation because of 
the existing sanctions against it.  n

converters in their combustion system. Obsolete vehicles 
should be phased out from transport sector that lack cata-
lytic converters. Moreover, Green Technology will improve 

health by controlling PM, NO2 and CO2 emission, resulting 
into minimal environmental degradation, and reduction in 
greenhouse gas emissions.  n

Trans-boundary Cooperation in Energy Sector 
in South and Central Asia

The trade in energy must be treated 
as a business, therefore, the role 

of private sector should be 
encouraged in multilateral projects 

and let profits drive this venture
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Anam A. Khan

Track II consultations by global experts recommend a 
series of jointly conducted studies by relevant institu-

tions of India and Pakistan to produce a knowledge base 
for decisions to be agreed by the two countries. To achieve 
confident and cooperative decision-making across jurisdic-
tional borders for effective and equitable management of 
shared water resources Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade (AUSAID) designed the Sustainable Development 
Investment Portfolio (SDIP). SDIP aims to tackle some of 
the basic development challenges in South Asia region by 
strengthening trans-boundary cooperation to promote all-
encompassing, robust and resilient economic growth. The 
primary goal of SDIP is to promote water, food and energy 
security in the basins of three Himalayan rivers namely 
Ganges, Indus and Brahmaputra.  

Along with the trans-boundary issues of sharing and 
management, water in South Asia faces many challenges. 
Climate change has also, in turn, deteriorated food secu-
rity situation in the region. 
Accelerating growth in South 
Asia has also led to increase 
in demand for energy further 
increasing the imbalance in 
demand and supply of en-
ergy. Inter and intra-regional 
politics also plays an impor-
tant role in defining these in-
securities of water, food and 
energy. 

Regional cooperation 
seems to be the only solu-
tion to improve the grim situation of depleting resources 
in South Asia. The benefits from such cooperation will in-
clude: economies of scale, resolving trans-boundary trade 
issues, regional infrastructure and other cross-border issues 
and management of shared natural resources. These ben-
efits will enhance in the South Asian region due to its in-
creasing economies, complementarities in agriculture pro-
duction, geographical proximity, common insecurities of 
food, water and energy and similar demographic character-
istics.  A regional cooperation will be more comprehensive, 
cost-effective and sustainable to challenges of food, water 
and energy securities. A regional institutional framework 
will constrain countries in conflict to adhere to internation-
al law principles by providing transparent and mutually 
beneficial verdicts. Regional Cooperation can be enhanced 
through the strengthening of institutions, strengthening 
role of CSOs and international agencies, and building more 
trust among respective countries.

SDIP holds partner organizations from India, Bangla-
desh, Nepal, Bhutan and Pakistan, to achieve its goals. The 
programme will undertake policy research, CSO mapping 
and outreach, media mapping and outreach, policy advoca-
cy and policy dialogues.  Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute (SDPI), a partner from Pakistan on the programme 
and specialist in policy advocacy will be analyzing policy 
implications on SDIP thematic areas like food, water and 
energy along with providing support and specialized local 
advice on other dimensions. 

The first phase of the programme is to expand networks 
throughout the region by linking itself with relevant stra-
tegic partners and conducting policy research on SDIP is-
sues. During phase 2 the consortium will engage in policy 
advocacy and will disseminate information gathered in the 
first phase. The last phase will focus on high-level policy 
dialogues at local, sub-national, national and regional lev-
els to influence change and enhance regional cooperation 
in South Asia. 

Pakistan is a crucial partner in the programme due to 
its strong presence in one of 
the three river basins. Indus 
river originates on the Tibet-
an Plateau and empties into 
the Arabian Sea after flowing 
across northern India, Jammu 
and Kashmir and the entire 
length of Pakistan. 47% of the 
river falls in Pakistan, 39% 
in India (and Kashmir), 8% 
in China and 6% in Afghani-
stan. The Indus River System 
is the lifeline of Pakistan. The 

country depends on the Indus, especially for its agriculture 
which is even today backbone of the economy. 

Pakistan and India after numerous debates, conflicts and 
agreements signed the Indus Waters Treaty (IWT) in 1960. 
The Treaty has been successful solution to the dispute re-
ferred to as “the most important water treaty in the world”. 
It has survived to stay intact for 50 years even though the 
two countries are agreeably known as hostile neighbors. 
Unfortunately, recent events have stressed the Treaty. Re-
searchers agree that the Treaty has gaps: there is no pro-
vision in the Treaty on how the parties should respond to 
climate change and its effects. It does not address the issue 
of water quality or industrial and agricultural pollution, de-
forestation and environmental flows in the eastern rivers 
allocated to India. Furthermore, the Treaty does provide in-
formation on watershed management, proper management 
of groundwaters or examination of cumulative effects of 
projects such as the hydroelectric generation. n

Sustainable Development Investment Portfolio

Regional cooperation seems to be 
the only solution to improve the grim 

situation of depleting resources in 
South Asia. The benefits from such 
cooperation will include: economies 
of scale, resolving trans-boundary 

trade issues, regional infrastructure 
and other cross-border issues
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Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri

Though the government is taking some bold steps to-
wards documentation of economy, political ambitions 

and number crunching leave little for ordinary people. 
Federal budget 2013-14 was perceived as the one which 

was prepared by caretakers and technocrats with the con-
sent of the PML-N, mainly to qualify for the IMF’s Extend-
ed Fund Facility (EFF). The budget presented last week 
although is the second for this government, in real terms 
it is the first for the PML-N. For the last many years, bud-
get speech and finance bill present two different worlds. 
The speech reflects political ambitions while finance bill is 
about number crunching, overestimating 
revenue, understating politically moti-
vated expenses and attempting to reduce 
the fiscal deficit. 

Let us analyze the speech first. The 
government is taking some bold steps 
towards documentation of economy. 
Non-tax compliant persons and non-
NTN holders would have to pay the cost 
of non-compliance in the form of double 
advance tax on different items; including 
first and business class air tickets, pur-
chase of immovable property and higher 
advance tax on interest income and divi-
dends, cash withdrawal, and car registra-
tion etc. 

Likewise, making NTN a compulsory 
condition for seeking commercial/indus-
trial electricity and gas connections is a 
welcome move which (if implemented 
effectively) would help in documenting 
the economy. An awareness campaign 
that adjustable taxes may get adjusted 
towards final tax liability would also im-
prove the number of tax returns filed. 

The government seems to be serious 
in bringing retail sector in the tax net through dividing the 
retailers into two tiers. The high end retailers would have 
an electronic cash register of approved specifications and 
pay the sales tax in the normal range, whereas all remaining 
retailers will pay 5 to 7.5 per cent on their electricity bills. 
An increase in taxes on tobacco (although the government 
would have to curb the sale of smuggled cigarettes to make 
it effective) is also an appreciable step. 

Almost 86 per cent of our tariff lines are subject to dif-
ferent Statutory Regulatory Orders (SROs), some issued (by 
the FBR officials) for a particular individual and were used 
for a single transaction only. Former Deputy Chairman 

Planning Commission Dr Nadeem-ul-Haque did try to 
eliminate SRO regime, however, he was not successful due 
to the resistance of interest groups. Another positive an-
nouncement (which may be very difficult to implement) is 
about abolishing such SROs (though) over next three years. 

Increase in BISP allocation, decision to consolidate dif-
ferent security nets under single umbrella and reduction in 
sales taxes on tractors are also positive moves. Still other 
positive initiatives of the government include decisions 
to establish an EXIM bank and a National Food Security 
Council; launch of national insurance scheme, livestock 
insurance scheme, establishment of quality warehouses 
and airfreight subsidy for horticulture produce from Gil-

git-Baltistan. For government servants, 
the budget was about increase in salary, 
pension and minimum wages whereas 
for corporate sector it was about getting 1 
per cent reduction in their corporate tax. 

So what is in the budget for common 
masses? The things which matter for or-
dinary persons i.e., fuel prices and elec-
tricity prices are no more in the realm of 
budget. They get revised every now and 
then, apparently by “autonomous” regu-
latory bodies OGRA and NEPRA. The 
reduction in WAPDA/PEPCO subsidy 
by 34 per cent would mean that electric-
ity tariff would increase to the tune of 
15-20 per cent in next fiscal year. Masses 
would also get affected by indirect taxes 
which still form 59 per cent of the FBR 
taxes. These indirect taxes, including cus-
toms duties, sales tax and federal excise 
hit the lower middle and middle income 
class the worst. The maximum burden of 
petroleum levy, natural gas development 
surcharge and gas infrastructure devel-
opment cess (38 billion in last budget and 
145 billion in this budget) is to be again 

borne by the middle income group. 
Now let us look at the number crunching. The bud-

get exercise is done to match revenue with the politically 
motivated expenditures (not the other way around) with 
a view to meet a specific fiscal deficit target. According to 
SDPI’s analysis of taxpayers’ directory for 2012-13, about 
250 companies paid 1/3rd of total direct taxes, whereas 45 
companies paid more than 25 per cent of the total direct tax-
es. Imagine the fact that 26,600 or 41 per cent of registered 
companies filed tax return with zero tax. These figures yet 
again necessitate a major overhaul and restructuring in the 
FBR as well as in tax collection mechanism. 

What is in the budget for masses?

The indirect taxes, 
including customs 
duties, sales tax & 

federal excise hit the 
lower middle and 

middle income class 
the worst. The 

maximum burden of 
petroleum levy, gas 

development 
surcharge and gas 

infrastructure 
development cess 

(38bn in last budget 
and 145bn in this 

budget) is to be again 
borne by the middle 

income group
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By Haider Abbas

Pakistan’s existing policy frameworks contain a number 
of exceptional goals and objectives, including an im-

proved quality of education, elimination of all types of dis-
parities and imbalances, and significantly improved enrol-
ment rates. However in current policy structure, Pakistan is 
away from achieving this vision.

The Vision 2025 document has positioned human re-
source development at the top of national agenda by capi-
talizing on existing social capital, strengthening it and im-

proving the human skill base of the population to optimally 
contribute to and effectively benefit from economic growth. 

Unfortunately, like previous budgets, an analysis of 
current year federal budget reveals how the wellbeing of 
citizens has been ignored by allocating more than 18 per 
cent of national budget to defense. Even in today’s world 
of knowledge based societies our allocation for health and 
education are pathetically low in the region.

According to the federal budget 2014-15 document, the 
education and health sectors have once again failed to re-
ceive their due share. An amount of Rs74.031 billion has 

Last year, the FBR’s tax collection target was reduced by 
Rs200 billion. It is in this context that 23 per cent increased 
target over last year’s revised target seems overambitious 
rather slightly unrealistic. There is excessive reliance on 
withholding taxes and withholding tax agents (WHTA). 
However, how much of these WHTA would pass on to the 
FBR is anybody’s guess. This approach will not result in 
tax-net broadening. 

Under the fiscal prudence approach, the finance minis-
ter had done a block allocation of Rs200 billion in the outgo-
ing budget. This allocation was to be released had the FBR 
achieved its target of collection Rs2475 billion. It is very logi-
cal to have such block allocations, curtail your expenditures 
if there is reduction in your income. However, guess who 
had to face the brunt of the FBR’s missed target? Correct, 
development expenditures. Before one wonders that why 
people whose development matters had to suffer on part of 
the FBR’s inefficiencies, it is pertinent to note that our cur-
rent expenditures are so inflexible that there is hardly any 
cushion for budget cut. Thus, development expenditures 
always bear the brunt in case of any fiscal shortfall. 

Let us assume (and hope) that the FBR achieves its rev-
enue target for the next year, and the government collects 
Rs3945.5 billion from tax and non-tax revenue, but, as per 
the 7th NFC Award, 57.5 per cent of the divisible pool or 
Rs1720 billion would go to provinces, leaving Rs2225 bil-
lion with the federal government as net revenue. The fed-
eral government would have to take care of current expen-
ditures (Rs3130 billion), foreign loan repayments (Rs333 
billion), and development & net lending (Rs806 billion). 
The huge deficit would get bridged by borrowing (exter-
nal loans, domestic financing, public debt, and public ac-
counts). 

Markup payment makes 38.26 per cent of current expen-
ditures, and if we include foreign loan repayment in these 
figures, it would turn to 48 per cent of current expenditures. 
Defence affairs and services make another 20.2 per cent, 
and adding military pensions to this figure means 25 per 

cent of current expenditures. Both of these expenses cannot 
be compromised and are already Rs300 billion more than 
the net federal revenue. Rest of the current expenditures 
(subsidies, civil pension, grants and transfers, and running 
of civil government) and all developmental expenditures 
are met through borrowing. 

The Public Sector Development Program (PSDP) is the 
main instrument for providing budgetary resources for de-
velopment projects and programmes. It is the lubricant for 
development engine, but for last many years it gets slashed 
to reduce the fiscal deficit. This year the government has 
approved an overall size of PSDP at Rs1175 billion (federal 
525 billion, provinces 650 billion). My major concern is not 
the allocation. I am more worried about the releases and 
subsequent spending. Even after downward revision, the 
PSDP funds for the current fiscal year could neither be re-
leased nor spent completely. Rather the spending perfor-
mance of provinces, who are responsible for social sector 
delivery, is dismal. 

In the first 10 months, both the Punjab and Sindh spent 
31 per cent each of their PSDP funds while KPK and Balo-
chistan spent 25 per cent each of their PSDP funds. The 
federal government ends up getting blamed for what is no 
more its mandate now, i.e., poor quality of social sector de-
velopment in the province. 

To sum up, routine finance bills are based on too many 
“ifs” and “buts” and this is yet another routine finance bill. I 
have been analyzing the budgets for over a decade now and 
cannot see any major departure from the previous budgets 
rather the budget would have been the same if it were to 
be presented by a government led by the PPP, the PTI, the 
MQM, the JI or any other political party. 

However, the budget speech of finance minister did con-
tain some out-of-the box initiatives. One hopes that some of 
the initiatives announced by him are implemented to bring 
informal economy in the tax net. n

—(Courtesy The News, Islamabad dated 15th June 2014)

Misplaced priorities and Vision 2025
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been allocated to both sectors registering an increase of 
only 1.5 per cent as compared to the previous year, which 
pales into insignificance if population growth and inflation 
hovering around 9 per cent are adjusted. 

Of a total amount of Rs74 billion, a paltry sum ear-
marked for education, only 13.5 per cent goes to the health 
sector indicating the authorities’ myopic vision of reform-
ing the health sector.

In addition, the financial bill for the year 2014-15 has 
once again shattered the hopes and dreams of the poor. 
This bill consists of ambitious development schemes such 
as metro buses, metro trains, 
and motorway from Karachi 
to Lahore. The dilemma of 
the government is the result 
of poor planning, inaccurate 
distribution of funds, for in-
stance, the building of metro 
buses rather than hospitals 
and schools.

In the PSDP for 2014-15, 
major investment is envisaged 
in energy sector, followed by 
transport and communica-
tions. Out of total 1175 billion, 
only 12.5 billion has been allocated for the achievement of 
Millennium Development Goals (MGDs). 

While on the other hand, under pillar one of Vision 2025, 
the government promises that a larger share of the GDP, at 
least 4pc to education and at least 3pc to health, would have 
to be earmarked to achieve universal primary education 
with 100pc net primary enrolment, increase higher educa-
tion coverage from 7pc to 12pc and increase proportion of 
population with access to improved sanitation from 38pc 
to 90pc.

Looking into all these facts, the current resource alloca-
tions by the government do not show any political will to 
prioritize human development to achieve the goals and ob-

jectives of Vision 2025. In its current shape, Pakistan is the 
embodiment of a security state where human development 
barely attracts attention.

On the whole, the budget is far from ‘poor-friendly’ and 
presents claims completely divorced from reality. The myth 
of macro-stabilization and its consequent trickle-down ef-
fects have shattered and the lot of the poor has not changed. 
The misplaced priorities coupled with shotgun approach to 
allocations will worsen the economic crisis confronting the 
country in coming years. 

At this critical juncture, the government needs to stabi-
lize the economy, rebuild sev-
erally eroded credibility, close 
the fiscal deficit, re-establish 
confidence in public institu-
tions and improve the invest-
ment climate. In parallel with 
its macroeconomic stabiliza-
tion programme, the govern-
ment also needs to develop a 
comprehensive strategy for 
structural reforms as a part of 
Vision 2025. 

Pakistan must respond to 
such challenges effectively, 

since all nations now aspire to become knowledge econo-
mies. This calls for change in mindset incorporating a quest 
for excellence, so that Pakistan can redefine and transform 
its institutions and structures of the state, as well as nation-
al policies, strategic priorities and long term bench marks 
within the overarching for Pakistan in 2025. 

In order for the visioning process to be successful, the 
vision needs to be affordable. Indeed, the assumptions we 
make our population growth, economic growth, and edu-
cation’s share in various government budgets may butt 
up against the margins, but if we treat them as realistic as-
sumptions, and adjust our vision over time to the emerging 
realities, the goals may be entirely achievable.  n

By Muhammad Zeshan

The Public Sector Development Programme (PSDP) is the 
basic tool, which determines resources allocated for the 

development projects. It aims to achieve the macro, meso 
and micro development targets set by the government. Af-
ter the budget allocations, the development projects and 
programmes are started. 

For the year 2014-15, the National Economic Council 

(NEC) has approved Rs1,175 billion (i.e. 4% of GDP) for 
PSDP, which the government claims is higher by 1.7% com-
pared to 2013-14. 

However, the PSDP in various sectors has been reduced 
significantly. The budget 2014-15 of the commerce division 
is decreased by 53.2% than the revised budget of 2013-14. In 
the same way, the budget of industries and production di-
vision is decreased by 17.4%, the budget of ports and ship-
ping division is decreased by 59.4%. With this decreased 

A review of budgetary allocations for 
social sector projects in PSDP

The current resource allocations 
by the government do not show any 

political will to prioritize human 
development to achieve the goals 

and objectives of Vision 2025. 
In its current shape, Pakistan 

is the embodiment of a security 
state where human development 

barely attracts attention
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budgetary allocation, raising the growing infrastructure 
needs would be quite difficult for these ministries especial-
ly for the commerce ministry, which experienced a half-cut 
in its budget. 

Various power plants in Pakistan, including Uch and 
Mangla, are getting enormous breakdowns. Further, the 
Lakhra Coal Plant, the only coal based plant in the country, 
has been disbanded. Similarly, the Thar Coal project is also 
in the doldrums. Despite having access to the world’s larg-
est sweet water reservoir Himalayas, Pakistan is becoming 
a water scarce country, and its cultivable area is decreasing.

Most of the water is lost in canals due to seepage, poor 
transmission, illegal cuts, and theft. The budget of water 
and power division has been reduced by 19.6% while the 
budget of WAPDA has been decreased by 16.4%. The re-
duction in power sector division would make it difficult 
to raise water and power infrastructure to meet the future 
targets.

 Pakistan’s overall literacy rate is around 37.8%, i.e. 50% 
male and 24.4% female. The low literacy rate among women 
doesn’t allow them enter the labour force. In this situation, 
only 38 million of Pakistan’s total population constitutes its 
entire labour force. Despite having this lower literacy rate, 
the government has reduced the budge of Higher Educa-
tion Commission by 10.8% compared to previous revised 
budget, while the budge of the science and technological 
research division has been decreased by 53.9% compared to 
the previous revised budget.

The decomposed analysis of PSDP reveals that the fed-
eral PSDP for 2014-15 is around Rs 525 billion, higher by 
23.5% than the revised estimates of 2013-14. In this PSDP, 
share of Federal Ministries/Divisions is around Rs 296 bil-
lion, which is higher by 4% than the revised estimates of 
2013-14. The PSDP of corporations is around Rs 175 billion, 
which is higher by 6.4% than the revised estimates of 2013-
14. It allocates Rs 12.5 billion to the Pak Millennium Devel-
opment Goals and Community Development Programme, 
Rs 36 billion to the Federal Development Programme/
Projects for Provinces and Special Areas, Rs 5 billion for the 
Earthquake  Rehabilitation  and  Reconstruction  Authority  
(ERRA),  while the  provincial  development programme  
for the year 2014-15  is around Rs 650 billion, which is high-
er 66.7% higher than the revised estimates of 2013-14. These 
expenditures would be facilitated through the heavy bank 
borrowing of Rs 228 billion.

The ongoing military operation in the country has dis-
placed millions of people, who abandoned their homes, 
properties and lives stock. It becomes more important after 
the launch of military operation in North Waziristan. How-
ever, there is no strategy that how the government is going 
to address the scary civic effect that lies ahead. The annual 
budget statement shows no allocation for the Relief, Reha-
bilitation Reconstruction and Security of IDPs. Further, no 
money has been allocated for the Prime Minister’s Interest 
Free Loan Scheme, and for the Citizen Damage Compensa-
tion Programme.  n
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By Shakeel Ramay

Mr Narendra Modi took over the control of world’s larg-
est democracy on May 26. The oath-taking ceremony 

of the 15th Indian prime minister was attended by almost 
all the South Asian state leaders, including Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif. Of course, it was the biggest show in terms of 
regional get together as well as amid Pakistan-India peace 
process, which has been breathing under the cold waters 
since one and a half decades. During his first speech as the 
new prime minister, which he made extempore in Hindi 
amid the foreign dignitaries as well as Indian leadership, 
Narendra Modi, claiming to have been carrying the genes 
of optimism in his DNA, said: “Disappointment does not 
just gel with me….. And for traversing a constructive path, 
it is important and essential to be an optimist.” If Mr Modi 
remains true to his words, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif’s 
participation in the Indian premier’s sworn-in ceremony 
must be taken as a good omen.

Besides being the icon of Hindu nationalist parties due 

to his close ideological harmony with the right wing as 
well as his long-time association with the Hindu national-
ist group, Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), Modi is 
known for his different political posturing and nurturing 
of different groups and school of thoughts in and outside 
India.   Business community looks at  Modi as a competent, 
capable and business-friendly manager and leader, who 
can steer the country’s economic growth in right direction. 
Minorities, especially Muslims see Modi as a mastermind 
behind Gujarat riots and killing of thousands of Muslims. 

On the global front, Modi is faced with the same fate. 
Many governments have banned his entry to their respec-
tive countries in the backdrop of Gujarat riots. Although, 
the European Union has lifted the ban, the US was not 
inclined to give any concession till recently. However, 
the situation is now changing after the changing political 
scenario in Afghanistan. That’s why, US President Barak 
Obama has called Modi and congratulated him on his elec-
tion as the prime minister of India. On top of that Modi is 
the only prime minister, who has visited Israel and has es-

Pak-India future of peace process
Now the ball is in the court of Modi govt

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and Prime Minister Narindra Modi in a happy mood before a meeting in New Delhi, India.
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tablished deep relations with Israeli political and business 
communities. Also, a good number of Israeli businessmen 
are already enjoying the highly supportive environment in 
Gujarat state. Israel is also pinning  high hopes to further 
strengthen ties with India, the possibility of which has in-
creased after assuming power by  Modi and its allies.  

In contrary, a number of states see the rise of Modi with 
different angle, although they are not expressive at this 
point of time and are observing situation very carefully. 
Pakistan is one of them.  But, at the same time, Pakistan’s 
case is a little bit different from rest of the world.  With a 65-
year long history of animosity with his neighbouring India, 
now Pakistan is more careful and vigilant before taking any 
position.  PML-N leadership wants peaceful and cordial 
relations with India, as expressed by the prime minister 
time and again. Despite the fact that an year earlier, Indian 
prime minister declined the Pakistan government’s invita-
tion to attend the prime minister’s oath-taking ceremony, 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif choose the other way. 

Before reaching any conclusion on the pretext of future 
relations between India and Pakistan, we need to analyze 
the rise of Modi, who is a staunch believer of RSS philoso-
phy.  He was at the forefront of the movement that was 
launched to demolish Babari Masjid and later rewarded as 
the chief minister of Gujarat. During his tenure as the chief 
minister, he built up his image as a business friendly leader 
while keeping up his identity as the staunch Hindu nation-
alist.  However, smartly he managed to highlight himself as 
a development friendly leader and succeeded to access the 
central stage while portraying himself as a business-friend-

ly leader..   In 2014 general elections, 1,334   big industrial-
ists supported BJP as compared to 418,   who supported 
Congress.  In 2012, TATA family wanted Modi to be the 
premier and Amabanis followed the suit among others. It 
seems Modi has followed the same path which Hitler ad-
opted to capture the world. Hitler influenced the local busi-
ness community to invest in his campaign and in turn he 
will look after the economic interests of national business 
community. Hitler delivered on this front by expanding his 
rule from Russia to France, and killed hundreds of thou-
sands of Jews.  Similarly, Modi termed Muslims as the root 
cause of all evils in India,  attacked Babari Masjid and facili-
tated the killing of Muslims in Gujarat. 

In this current scenario, Pakistan must devise its foreign 
policy options on two counts.  First Modi’s association with 
RSS and hardcore Hindu organizations may stir opposi-
tion in the country and undermine the peace process, which 
we had witnessed in 1999 on the occasion of the then prme 
minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s visit to Lahore. Second, the 
changing scenario of global power structure,  which has been 
considerably changed after the fall of USSR. In this situation, 
Pakistani policy makers need to be extremely vigilant, inno-
vative, focused and well-versed with the foreign policy skills 
and its implementation.  A right set of policy tools both at 
national and international level can help tackle these prob-
lems. Nawaz Sharif’s meeting with Modi is a right step in 
right direction which delivers a message to the world that 
Pakistan is a peace-loving and development-oriented coun-
try. Now, the ball is in the court of Modi government what 
commitment it  shows towards the peace process.  n

By Mome Saleem

For the first time in the history of Pakistan, media is 
openly divided on the issue of an independent role of 

security forces. The split mainly occurred after an attack 
on Geo TV anchor Hamid Mir in Karachi on April 19. The 
divide from within is being analyzed as an issue of seri-
ous concern that might shake the upper corridors of power. 
Media, which was considered to be an independent opin-
ion maker and a watchdog for the accountability of govern-
ment functioning, is now not only created a rift in the pub-
lic opinion but also itself facing the question of misuse of 
its role and function. However, the war is going on which 
in fact is based on certain economic connotations  of some 

interest groups within the media organizations.  The rift is 
posing yet another challenge to the notion of coexistence in 
the society which is already threatened by intolerance for 
many ethnic and religious identities. 

Apart from this, the country’s socio-economic  fabric  is 
weakening as it is threatened by the wide spread internal 
insecurities such as terrorism, sectarian and ethnic vio-
lence, kidnapping for ransom, rampant corruption, extor-
tion (Bhatta mafia),  land mafia, etc. According to estimates, 
terrorism alone has cost the country over US $100 billion 
along with over 50,000 people who have been killed in the 
terrorist attacks. 

Karachi, the economic hub of the country, has been 
bleeding since a long due to target killings, murders, 

End of Game or New Social Agreement …the choice is ours
A state with weak internal situation and external pressures require dedicated 
efforts and planning from its leaders. The tide might be high but there are still 

opportunities that can help it go a long way at national, regional and global level
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bomb blasts, etc. All sorts of mafias prevail there that have 
plagued the city.  Industrialist and business communities 
have made their way out of the country.  The whole country 
from Khyber to Karachi is facing an anarchy like situation 
where seems the writ of government nowhere.  Such a situ-
ation is deepening the existing dividing lines and may also 
become a breeding ground for many insurgencies backed 
by the new emerging players in the region to get benefit  
out of it.  

Of course uncertainty leads to vulnerability as the pres-
ent  state of  state institutions can no longer prevail ulti-
mately leading to an absurd destiny.  

 Equipped with atomic power and burdened with $63 
billion loans, Pakistan is considered a failing state in the 
world political arena. In order for Pakistan to get back on 
track, there is a need  to understand the underlying core 
reasons that have caused the unrest and insecurity in the 
country. 

These issues did not come about today rather they have 
their roots in our history. The only difference is that the la-
tent has become visible. In the 80s, the cold war spread a 
wave of religious extremism, which was used to counter 
the then USSR. Post-cold war era left fundamental lacuna 
in the socio-economic fabric. It was introduced with the 
culture of sectarian violence, and religious extremism that 
culminated  into Talibanization in 2001. Moreover, illegal 
economy based on the sale of arms and drugs was strength-
ened. The Mehsuad group had declared in May 2014 that 
Taliban are involved in criminal activities, including bank 
robberies, extortion, abduction, etc. The most unfortunate 
part of this episode was that the state was helpless and 
seemed reluctant to take any action against terrorists till re-
cently. People were becoming more and more insecure and 
threatened day by day.

In Pakistan, the security is viewed from the lenses of mil-
itary power than the human needs. The socio-economic de-
privations have caused grievances among different groups 
such as religious, ethnic, have-nots, etc. The accumulation 

of wealth in few hands has led to hegemony not only over 
the economic resources but also in the policy corridors. 
The power structure has been disrupted by a few second-
ary actors, who have started exploiting the aggrieved for 
their own interest such as religious groups, ethnic identities 
and territorial demarcations. These groups acquired power 
through propaganda and adopted violent means to achieve 
their targets. Many believe that sectarian violence and ter-
rorism have also some links to these deprivations. 

A state with weak internal situation and external pres-
sures require dedicated efforts and planning from its lead-
ers. The tide might be high but there are still opportuni-
ties that can help it go a long way at national, regional and 
global level. First and foremost the leadership has to define 
the country’s security and place people in the centre of it. 
Following reforms need to be enforced immediately if we 
want to save the country from a regulated chaos.

• Education system needs to exclude narratives that 
divide the nation and promote hatred on religious, 
ethnic and language. Moreover, education needs 
to be made fundamental right of all citizens and 
means to fulfil this right should be provided to the 
masses. 

• An inclusive growth and development policy and 
strong implementation strategy should be intro-
duced at all levels

• Non-violent means through speedy justice should 
be provided to the masses

• A complete overhaul of bureaucracy while curtail-
ing their powers and holding them accountable 
before common masses is the need of hour. 

Fundamental to achieve the above would be a new 
social agreement among the relevant stakeholders. This 
agreement should be based on the principles of equity and 
human rights and discourage discrimination of any sorts. 
The inability to have the social agreement can lead towards 
failure. Now is the time to make a choice between the new 
social agreement or end of game.  n

Continued from Page 3
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Akseeb Jawaid

Research communication (RC) is one of the essential 
parts of research—as the communication aspect works 

at all stages of the research process. RC functions best with 
scientific research that encompasses both a traditional focus 
on exploring, building, and disseminating the knowledge 
content in the academic domains, and an innovative and 
broader focus on maximizing the conditions for the appli-
cation of research for progressive and improved outcomes. 
In addition, it puts particular focus on ensuring the acces-
sibility of research findings and results by communicating 
and disseminating in diverse ways varying according to the 
different categories of researchers and users. The diversity 
in the means of communication as per the users, research-
ers, and target audience maximizes and enhances the im-
pact of research outcomes. 

Last month SDPI team attended a communications 
workshop in Dhaka, Bangladesh, that was arranged for 
three South Asian think tanks they included Center for Pol-
icy Dialogue (CPD), Institute of Governance Studies (IGS), 
and Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI). Dur-
ing the whole training workshop, the participants explored 
new ways of thinking about think tank research communi-
cations, different channels and tools available to them, how 
to organize communication teams and related issues.

The training workshop provided a deep and different 
perspective of the whole circle of RC. Along with many oth-
er constructive lessons what we got to understand was that 
RC occurs in the existing context of rapidly developing ca-
pacity, accessibility, convenience, and integration of infor-
mation and communication technology (ICT). ICT provides  
academic institutions and thinks tanks with the means and 

tools to reach out to multiple audiences. RC in itself is a 
whole research cycle and methodology using an iterative, 
well designed, and properly managed process for incorpo-
rating multi-stakeholders’ needs and demands. Moreover, 
the research cycle of RC helps in producing strategies to in-
corporate communication, monitoring and evaluation, and 
dissemination process into research management.  

This report covers the ideas that have emerged from the 
training workshop along with learning experience and sug-
gestions. Nothing gained from overcrowding is at the top 
of my list of learned lessons. Overcrowding whether in the 
form of publications, news packages, blogs, newsletters, or 
news bulletins always tend to confuse the audience. So in-
stead of going for two or three separate news bulletins go 
for one comprehensive news bulletin—this again depends 
on the research scope of think tanks. Similarly, between a 
blog and an op-ed chose one as it not only saves time but 
also has a greater impact.

Communication tools used by think tanks must be flex-
ible but not entirely random and should avoid isolation. 
An isolated tool (a paper published on its own) is as good 
as nothing. Likewise, never organize an event that is not 
filmed or recorded. 

For RC, the thinks tanks should establish a set of rules 
as it makes it possible to test new tools. Within those sets 
it would become easy for the think tanks to make changes 
like introducing and removing tools just to check what their 
effects would be. For instance, use EventBrite to organize 
an event just to see if it makes a difference; or try to con-
tact journalists via Twitter instead of email and see if more 
shows up.

Digital Strategy can support communication in think 
tanks. It refers to delivery of electronic information using 

On Research Communication

Lessons from Dhaka Communication workshop

Participants at the workshop

Report
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internet and computer technology. Furthermore, the think 
tanks should start exploring how the new digital tools can 
help them for research purposes. Similarly, contract-driven 
think tanks may first consider improving project manage-
ment by digital tools. Think tanks must look into the digi-
tal tool of communication for the purpose of advocacy and 
outreach. 

They should consider developing indicators for mea-
suring the impact of the communication tools—this would 
be helpful in accessing the activities and their impact. For 
instance for Monday seminar at SDPI the indicators may 
include: number of participants, characteristics of the par-
ticipants (number/percentage of students, policymakers, 
opinion leaders, etc), relevance of the topic to the audience 
present, count number on the websites, coverage in the main-
stream media (e.g. number of newspapers, TV channels, etc).

With all the technological advancement, the use of in-
novative tools and channels to reach new audience can en-
hance the impact of research outcomes of think tanks. Also, 
there should be emphasis on the production of video-case 
studies, documentaries, news packages, etc because if a pic-
ture is worth thousand words then a video is worth a mil-
lion. 

Think tanks should use the technology of vines—a vine 
is a short video sharing service for digital communication. 
The most promising use of vines for think tanks could be in 
the form of datavines, i.e. short video based data visualiza-
tion. 

Good networks and contacts with different stakeholders 
should be established as they allow the think tanks to work 
with others, reach out to new audiences, and possibly ac-
cess new resources. In the same way, using barcodes, ISSN 
numbers and QR codes can help professionals and read-
ers find and track all publications such as papers, books, 
reports, etc.

There should be a dedicated communications team with-
in the organization, which make it possible for at least one 
person to keep them focus on each channel. Also, maintain 

good internal relationships (within the communications 
team as well as with other unit heads and senior manage-
ment) – is important as the communications team needs the 
support from other units so as to work as one. 

Additionally, for managing the media it is not enough 
to send an invite. Journalists need to be managed, invited 
with sufficient time, called and reminded by email and text 
before the event. Keeping follow up for the said matter is 
also important.

Recently a lot of weight is given to live-streaming, how-
ever, it is not enough. Alongside live-streaming think tanks 
need to offer moderation, comments, encouragement for 
others to participate online, etc. It takes time to build an 
online audience but it can be helpful to capture people’s 
attention (so that they may go back to the video after the 
event) or reach foreign audiences –or audiences far from 
the events.

As a whole, the workshop was an excellent opportunity 
both in terms of learning new communication tools and 
synchronizing them for effective outcome as communica-
tion holds a center stage in all the activities performed by 
SDPI which includes seminars, trainings, dialogues, talk 
shows, consultative meetings, BBRM, conferences, public 
events, discussions, etc.  n

IGS communication tools for experimentations SDPI new communication tools for experimentations

CPD new communication tools for experimentations
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By Muhammad Sohaib

Muhammad Asim, a 9-year-old schoolboy, used to 
wake up early in the morning and rush to get ready 

for his school located in village 81 W.B, Vehari district. For 
him, the Government Boys Primary School was not only a 
place where he would study but also an institution where 
he could learn the art of reading and 
writing. According to his teachers, 
he was a hardworking and brilliant 
student. He loved his school because 
it had a huge playground where he 
could play with his classmates. The 
only thing, which bothered Asim, his 
classmates and schoolteachers was 
the absence of a boundary wall of 
the school. It created a sense of inse-
curity among them. Moreover, only 
two classrooms for 1-5 grades was 
also a matter of concern for them. 
They often talked about the lack of 
facilities in the school. The head of 
school had lodged several requests 
with the authorities for the construc-
tion of the boundary wall but no one 
listened to their complaints. Time 
was going on. 

In 2013, SDPI in collaboration with 
Department for International Devel-
opment (DFID) launched a project 
under Ilm Ideas in Vehari district to 
address the issue of low enrollments 
and dropouts through participatory 
school governance. Initially, SDPI 
formed accountability committees in 
some select areas to implement the 
project. The members of the commit-
tees included Nambardars, political 
workers, local leaders and social ac-
tivists. Bashir Bhatti, the Nambardar 
and ex-chairman of Union Council, 
was also the member of a committee. 
After 2013 general election, Mr Bhatti 
called on PML-N MNA from Vehari, Tehmina Daultana, 
and asked her to help provide finances for the construction 
of boundary wall. The request was entertained and a 1236-
feet long boundary wall at a cost of Rs 1.8 million was com-
pleted within two months. After summer vacations when 
students returned to their school, they were surprised to 
see that their school boundary wall was under construction. 
They were all happy on this new development. 

The routine life in the village was going uninterrupted, 
but Master Ghafoor was worried because Asim was absent 
from the school since the summer vacations. Belonging to 
a poor family, Asim was the only one among his four sis-
ters and seven brothers, who had joined the school. His fa-
ther, Muhammad Hanif, and brothers sold Islamic books 
in the buses. Master Ghafoor visited Muhammad Hanif 

to know as to why Asim was not 
coming to the school. Muham-
mad Hanif told him that Asim 
was suffering from typhoid and 
now he could no more afford to 
send him to the school. Master 
Ghafoor tried to convince Mr 
Hanif telling him the importance 
of education, but in vain.  

In fact, Asim’s family was un-
able to afford the expenditures of 
his education and wanted him to 
work along with his father and 
brothers to increase the income. 
All this saddened Master Gha-
foor. He, however, never gave 
in and highlighted the issue be-
fore the accountability commit-
tee. Mr Bhatti took the initiative 
to convince Asim’s father. One 
evening Master Ghafoor along 
with school head, Nambardar, 
and SDPI Social Mobilizer visited 
Asim’s father and succeeded to 
convince the latter that it is the 
only education that can alleviate 
poverty otherwise poverty trav-
els through the generations. 

Asim got re-enrolled with the 
efforts of schoolteachers and ac-
countability committee. He was 
so excited on this rejoining and 
reunion with his old friends. 
Within a short span of time, he 
managed to cover all the previ-
ous lessons with his untiring ef-

forts, and appeared in the annual examinations. Luckily, he 
got first position with 70 per cent marks. His father was so 
proud when his son received the award in front of all the 
villagers. He realized that he was wrong. All this changed 
the old mindset of Mr Hanif. The timely action of Master 
Ghafoor saved the destiny of a family. Now younger son 
and daughter of Mr Hanif have been enrolled in the public 
school.  n

Report

Muhammad 
Asim

A shining star whose efforts changed the old mindset
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SDPI’s 17th Sustainable Development Conference (SDC) 
titled ‘Pathways to Sustainable Development’ will be held 
from 9—11 December 2014 in Islamabad, Pakistan. 

About the overarching theme
At the previous Sustainable Development Conference 

in 2013, scholars, researchers, parliamentarians, practitio-
ners, professionals and experts debated over the missed 
opportunities and lost chances; of being off track; of not 
achieving the goals; and not investing in the present to 
nurture a positive future for the generations to come. They 
debated whether the regional governments were able to de-
liver what they had promised; whether they were able to 
bring about a long lasting peace within the countries and 
between borders; and were they able to improve upon the 
poverty score, health, education, and, human rights. The 
proactive role of civil society and media was appreciated 
which keeps on reminding us of promises made and goals 
to be achieved.

The thrust of the policy recommendation that came out 
of the SDC in 2013 was that South Asian countries need ur-
gent reforms and a meaningful role by the civil society to 
look at their own declaration and seek solutions. Stress was 
made on reciprocity and maturity to resolve all outstanding 
issues among South Asian neighbours, especially between 
India and Pakistan. It was further emphasized that gender 
balance is necessary to achieve sustainable development 
and inclusive growth in South Asia.

Building on from where we left off last year, we need 
to see the role of emerging leadership. At the seventeenth 
SDC, we would like to see what the changing and develop-
ing political scenario will bring to the region.

Leadership change in China (March 2013), Pakistan 
(May 2013), Iran (December 2013), Bangladesh (Janu-
ary 2014), India (May 2014), and Afghanistan (very soon) 
would prove to be significant in shaping the pathways to 
sustainable development in this region. What posture does 
this new leadership adopt, and how will it affect develop-
ment outcomes in the region, has to be predicted. We also 
need to review how the developed world would be engag-
ing with the new governments and how this would in turn 
shape development in South Asia. 

The region needs political and executive leadership that 
has a commitment to strategize for peace and human secu-
rity and raise tangible safeguards for the political economy 
of the region while engaging with the primary stakehold-
ers, the people. Year 2014 also marks the completion of 
20 years of the concept of ‘human security’. Dr Mahbub-
ul Haq, the former finance minister of Pakistan, had for-

mally conceptualized the approach in UNDP’s Human 
Development Report 1994. With the MDGs deadlines fast 
approaching in 2015, the United Nations Secretary General 
recommended human security to be used as an overarch-
ing theme in Post 2015 Development Framework (January 
2014). It is important to critically evaluate the implications 
of this recommendation. 

Some of the questions that may be debated during the 
Seventeenth SDC include but are not limited to:

• How can different stakeholders, especially the gov-
ernments, civil society and private sector, engage 
differently to define new pathways to sustainable 
development?

• Can the new governments follow the pathways to 
sustainable development and bring about a positive 
change? 

• Will the emerging leadership improve mutual trust 
and confidence within South Asia?

• Will they be able to take on the daunting challenges 
and deliver where our previous governments failed 
to do so? 

• How external factors will support / bar them from 
delivering on their mandates?

• Will there be sustainable economic growth; and, 
sharing of energy resources across the region/s? 
How will the new leadership address the environ-
mental challenges; and, ensure food security? 

• Will there be good governance, long lasting peace, 
growth and development? 

• Will the nation states be in a position to address is-
sues pertaining to terrorism and insecurity; human 
rights; speedy justice; threats of nuclear weapons; 
ecological disasters; negative impact of climate 
change; etc.?

• How will the emerging leadership address chal-
lenges pertaining to gender inequality and rights of 
the marginalised?

• Can human security be a panacea to our develop-
ment woes?

• Will this region rise up to be a force to reckon with? 
• And finally, are we, the broader civil society, policy 

think tanks and academicians ready to be part of the 
solution?

In this conference, researchers, academicians, scientists, 
policy makers, legislators and experts from different fields 
will be able to recommend policy interventions, share best 
practices, and present workable solutions to the emerging 

17th Sustainable Development Conference
Pathways to Sustainable Development
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challenges discussed above; and, under the sub-themes of 
the panels. The focus is South Asia and its neighbouring 
regions, but we welcome contributions from other regions, 
highlighting the success and/or failure stories, which may 
serve as lessons learnt for South Asian countries.  Within 
the above overarching theme, a number of panels based on 
sub-themes will be organized.

Conference format
There will be two to three keynote plenary sessions in 

which prominent keynote speakers will be invited to ad-
dress significant areas as highlighted in the overarching 
theme. The plenary each day will be followed by concur-
rent sessions / panels on sub-themes. The plenary will last 
for one hour and 30 minutes while the duration of each 
panel will be two hours with three to five presentations.

Dates to remember
Submission of abstracts: 15 August 2014
Submission of documents by Indian and Bangladeshi 

passport holders: 1 September 2014
Submission of Conference papers: 3 November 2014

Call for abstracts 
Under the overarching theme, a number of panels based 

on sub-themes will be organized. Panel write-ups will be 
uploaded on the Conference website. Speakers are request-
ed to submit their abstracts matching the panel sub-theme. 
For details of the panels, authors’ guidelines, submission 
deadlines, etc. please continue to visit our website: www.
sdpi.org

All abstracts will go through a software review for origi-
nality and if cleared will be reviewed by an editorial com-
mittee. Only those speakers with short-listed abstracts will 
be informed and will be requested to submit their papers 
by the deadline. 

Panels for the forthcoming SDPI’s Seventeenth Sus-
tainable Development Conference will revolve around the 
following themes; climate change, environment, human 
rights, economic growth, trade, education, energy, minor-
ity rights, governance and more. For updates you may visit 
our website www.sdpi.org/sdc.php.  

About the past SDCs: SDPI has organised sixteen Sus-
tainable Development Conferences (SDCs) since the incep-
tion of the Institute in 1992. It is a flagship event of the Insti-
tute that not only provides a forum for SDPI’s own research 

but also invites other researchers and academics from the 
region to share their work and engage in dialogue with fel-
low panellists and the audience. The SDC series is also a 
prime conference in South Asia with a major focus on this 
region. In fact, it sets the tone and discourse for sustainable 
development in South Asia. 

In the past SDCs, speakers have been invited from dif-
ferent regions and not just from South Asia. Some of the 
countries besides those in South Asia that have been rep-
resented include Australia, Belgium, Canada, Chile, China, 
Germany, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Iran, Italy, Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Oman, Philippines, Palestine, Russia, Swe-
den, Switzerland, Thailand, the UAE, UK and the USA.

Over the years, the conference series has grown and ex-
panded in terms of participation from the audience. SDPI’s 
Sixteenth SDC showcased 27 panels and two plenary ses-
sions: opening and closing. In these sessions, 161 panel-
lists participated from Afghanistan, Australia (via Skype), 
Bangladesh, Canada, Ecuador, Finland, Germany, India, 
Indonesia, Kenya, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Thailand 
(via Skype), UK and the US. Of the 161 participants, 122 
were speakers, 56 special commentators, chairpersons and 
guests of honour.

While six months are spent in organising the confer-
ence itself, another six months following the conference 
are spent in the publication process of the peer reviewed 
and edited anthology based on the papers presented. The 
papers go through extensive software and peer review; re-
visions are made by authors where necessary; and, once 
approved by the referee, an edited manuscript is prepared 
and sent to a publisher. The anthology is then launched at 
the succeeding conference. The synopsis of the anthologies 
can be viewed at SDPI’s homepage: www.sdpi.org. This 
year, our anthology titled “Creating Momentum: Today is 
Tomorrow” will be launched at the occasion of the Seven-
teenth Sustainable Development Conference in December 
2014. n

For further details, please contact the SDC Unit at SDPI:
Ms Uzma T. Haroon, Senior Coordinator (uzma@sdpi.org)

Ms Imrana Niazi, Coordinator (imrana@sdpi.org)

Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), 38 Main Em-
bassy Road, G-6/3, Islamabad, Pakistan.

Ph: (92-51) 2278134; 2278136,   Fax: (92-51) 2278135

Advocacy 
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Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) held 
different activities on World Environment Day 2014 

in collaboration with Pakistan National Council of Arts 
(PNCA). The activities included a report launch (BDS Cur-
riculum - SDPI Second Toxic Mercury Study), skits compe-
tition among schoolchildren, and the launch of a petition on 
Toxic Mercury/Mercury Amalgam Use in Dentistry.   

Speaking on the occasion, SDPI Executive Director Dr 
Abid Qayium Suleri appreciated the work carried out on 
mercury issue. He assured the government of SDPI’s full-
est co-operation and support in phasing out mercury use 
to protect the public health, especially that of children. Mo-
hammed Mobashir, SDPI presented a brief on the World 
Environment Day.

In the first activity, Dr Mehmood A. Khwaja, SDPI’s Se-
nior Advisor Chemicals & SID, presented the report that 
aims to improve, evaluate and revise the syllabus content 
in Dental Teaching Institutions in Pakistan with regard to 
mercury amalgam. He said that lack of awareness and in-
appropriate knowledge to the practitioners resulted in in-
crease in mercury vapors in the air. Moreover, it has been 
observed that many dental professionals do not use preven-
tive measures, he said, and suggested a proper mechanism 
of mercury waste management. Referring to the survey 
conducted for the study, Sadaf Nawaz, the co-presenter of 
study, said that 98% respondents wanted revision in curric-
ulum related to use of mercury. Anusha Shirazi suggested 
involving Higher Education Commission (HEC) in review 
and revision of the curriculum offered at dental teaching 
institutions in the country. 

 Asif Shujah Khan, the former director-general of Paki-

stan Environment Protection Agency, said that both the po-
litical and bureaucratic systems should be involved to over-
come mercury dispersion. He suggested that SDPI should 
take a step forward and launch a national level mercury 
reduction campaign in collaboration with the government. 
He also emphasized that Environment Impact Assessment 
(EIA) must be carried out before the start of any project 
rather than after it. 

In the second activity of skits competition, PAEC Model 
College (Nilore) won the first prize, Roots International 
School (Westridge Branch) got the second prize and Dar-e-
Arqam (Alipur Farash) stood third amongst all. The award 
for the distinguished performances went to Islamabad Col-
lege of Arts & Science, Out of School Children School, and 
Kids City High School (Kahuta). Mashood Ahmad Mirza, 
Joint Secretary/DG, Ministry of Information and National 
Heritage, who was the chief guest of the competition, said it 

Celebrating World Environment Day

Advocacy

Asif Shuja Khan gives away awards to 
winners of Skits competition.

Launch of report on BDS curriculum

Participants of Skits competition with SDPI team pose for a group photo.
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Editor: Saleem Khilji

His Excellency,    June 04, 2014  
Mian Mohammad Nawaz Sharif,
Prime Minister of Pakistan, 
The Prime Minster Secretariat, 
Islamabad, Pakistan 
 
Your Excellency,  
 Subject: Petition – Mercury Specific Legislation to Safeguard Public Health and Protection of Environment 
 
Greetings from Sustainable Development Policy Institute!
 The Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) has been working to phase out the use of mercury from Paki-

stan. Mercury is a toxic and hazardous pollutant and a persistent threat to human health as well as environment. Most 
recently, 140 countries signed an agreement in Geneva to reduce mercury use and control its emissions and releases by 
the end of 2020*. 

It may be recalled that presently, there is no mercury specific legislation in the country. A recent SDPI study conduct-
ed in selected main cities across Pakistan has come up with startling high levels of mercury pollutant at multiple dental 
teaching hospitals and clinics. The study indicates that the level of mercury in air at these sites is 8-20 times higher than 
permissible for human health. 

In the light of the above SDPI study**, we urge Your Excellency to consider and advise your government for the 
drafting, approval and implementation of legislation against mercury exposure poisoning at the earliest time possible

 
Sincerely Yours, 
 One thousand (1000) signatories  
C/o Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad 

is appreciating that SDPI took an initiative to use art for ad-
vocacy and awareness raising on health and environmental 
issues, especially among school students. “We anticipate 
that the contest would lead to greater understanding for the 
protection of environment, healthy living, and sustainable 
development” he added. 

The other activity of the day was the launching of *pe-
tition against mercury. Sharing the background of the pe-
tition, Mohammed Mobashir said that most recently 140 
countries signed an agreement in Geneva to reduce mer-

cury use and control its emission and release by the end 
of 2020. In this regard, SDPI conducted a study, which in-
dicates the level of mercury at selected sites is 8-20 times 
higher than the permissible limits. “In the light of above 
study, SDPI has submitted a list of first 1,000 signatories 
supporting the petition against mercury to Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif urging him to consider legislation against 
mercury poisoning across the country,” he added. n

 *Full Text of Petition to PM with 1000 signatures is giv-
en below.

Students of different schools present skits on World Environment Day
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